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LESSONS FROM THE CHURCH IN COLOSSE 

“To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colosse: Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (Colossians 1:2).  

Jesus, the Christ, is all man needs today. Every lasting question or consideration 

of man is answered in Him. The New Testament gives us many reasons for turn-

ing to Him. He alone is man’s Savior (Luke 2:11; John 4:42). He is the hope of 

the world (Romans 15:12; Colossians 1:27). Through His blood is provided 

atonement for sinful man (Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14). Forgiveness of sins 

is granted by His blood through the gospel (Romans 6:1-4). The church He pur-

chased with His blood has a place for all who come to Him (Acts 20:28; Acts 

2:37-47). Through Him is provided an approach to the Father in heaven (John 

14:1-6). Like a divine attorney, our Lord pleads the case of His people before the 

Father (1 John 2:1,2). With sin alienating man from God, we need the reconcilia-

tion Jesus provides (Romans 5:11; 2 Corinthians 5:18,19).  

Jesus is all man really needs. He is the only begotten Son of God, the all-

sufficient Savior. This revelation and understanding is pertinent to a study of the 

book of Colossians. This letter was written to counter the efforts of false teachers 

who denied His deity and who, though not completely rejecting the teachings of 

Christ, were intermingling His divine system with the doctrines and philosophies 

of men (Colossians 2:8). This kind of teaching causes one to think of those who 

deny the exclusiveness of Christianity in today’s spiritual doctrines of pluralism. 

The blending of elements of Christianity, Judaism, and paganism was identified 

as the “Colossian heresy.”  

Let me state this plainly: Jesus does not need any help! We do not need any oth-

er Savior. There is no need for another gospel. There is no other church pur-

chased by the blood of the Christ. The mingling of the truth of our Lord with 

anything else is more than “watering down” the will of God; it is altering it so 

that it can provide none of the benefits of the soul-saving gospel. He doesn’t 

need our help; we need His help!  

In the first chapter of the book of Colossians, there is a splendid reminder of our 

place in view of Him. The letter is coming from the apostle Paul and Timothy to 

the “saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse” (Colossians 

1:1,2). In his prayer for the brethren, Paul states his thanksgiving to God for  
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them and instructs them to likewise be thankful for the deliverance and redemption provided for them through 

Jesus’ blood. When we see our place before Jesus properly, it will help us to see His place more clearly. He is 

the preeminent One! Our first two lessons come from this proper view of ourselves and of Jesus.  

Lesson 1: Be thankful because we depend on Him!  

Lesson 2: Jesus is the preeminent One! We should acknowledge and be thankful for His power (1:13,14), His 

preeminence (1:15-18), and His peace (1:19-29).  

Moving into the 2nd chapter, Paul exhorted them to be firmly rooted in Christ, built up in Him, stablished in the 

faith, and to remember what they had been taught (2:7).  

Lesson 3: Walk as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord! (2:6).  

Lesson 4: Beware! He instructed them to beware of human philosophy (2:8), Judaism (2:14), and paganism 

(2:18).  

The Christian life is led by the doctrine of Christ, but it is carried out in practice. When we begin reading chap-

ter 3 of Colossians, we are faced with the practical conclusions of having been converted to Christ.  

Lesson 5: The Christian life is a converted life (3:1).  

Lesson 6: The converted one will seek to change the way he thinks and lives (3:2).  

Lesson 7: The one who is converted will be consecrated (3:3).  

Lesson 8: Let your conversion affect your home (3:18-21).  

Lesson 9: Let your conversion affect your working relationships (3:22-4:1)  

Lesson 10: Let your conversion affect how you deal with everyone – “Walk in wisdom toward those who are 

outside, redeeming the time. Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how 

you ought to answer each one” (Colossians 4:5,6).  

-- Dave Leonard  
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